
244

As well as ellipsis and substitution, you can also shorten 
(or “reduce”) infinitives to prevent repetition. This will 
help you to sound more natural when speaking. 

New language  Reduced infinitives

Vocabulary  Music and performance

New skill  Avoiding repetition

Shortening infinitives

KEY LANGUAGE REDUCED INFINITIVES

If the previous 
sentence or clause 
contains the verb 
“be,” then you must 
use to “be” in the 
next clause or 
sentence.

You can use “to” on 
its own rather than 
repeat the entire 
infinitive verb. You 
can only do this if 
the meaning 
remains clear. 

CROSS OUT ALL OF THE WORDS THAT YOU CAN LEAVE OUT
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It is also possible to do this after certain  
adjectives, such as: “delighted,” “afraid,”  
“willing,” and “determined.”

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

Two students are talking about 
learning to play musical instruments.

KEY LANGUAGE DROPPING THE ENTIRE INFINITIVE CLAUSE

You can leave out the entire infinitive clause, or 
just keep “to” after some verbs, such as: “agree,” 
“ask,” “forget,” “promise,” “start,” and  “try.”

You can also leave out the entire infinitive  
or use “to” after some nouns, such as: “chance,” 
“plans,” “promise,” “idea,” and “opportunity.”
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FILL IN THE GAPS USING THE WORDS IN THE PANEL

KEY LANGUAGE VERBS WITH COMPLEMENTS
You cannot leave out the entire 
infinitive after verbs that need 
complements (phrases that  
complete their meaning), such as: 
“advise,” “afford,” “be able,”  
“choose,” “decide,” “expect,” “hate,” 
“hope,” “love,” “need,” and “prefer.”  
After these, you must keep the “to.”

FURTHER EXAMPLES VERBS WITH COMPLEMENTS
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KEY LANGUAGE “WANT” AND “WOULD LIKE”

In “if ” clauses, however,  
you can often use “to” on 
its own or drop the whole 
infinitive after “want” or 
“would like.”

CHECKLIST

 Reduced infinitives   Music and performing   Avoiding repetition  

RESPOND TO THE AUDIO, 
SPEAKING OUT LOUD

MARK THE SENTENCES  
THAT ARE CORRECT

You normally keep the 
“to” rather than drop the 
entire infinitive after 
“want” or “would like.”

You must keep the “to”  
if the clause is negative.
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